
 TRING RURAL PARISH COUNCIL 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on Wednesday 7th November 2018 at Puttenham Village Hall at 8.00pm 
 

Present: Cllrs Ayling, Chalmers, Fox, Lovis, Morgan (in the chair) and Ward (vice-chair), Borough Cllrs 
Conway and Hicks, the Clerk and 14 members of the public 
 

Minutes 
 
18/167 To receive and accept Apologies for Absence  
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Thirkettle and Myrants and were accepted by the Council. 
 
18/168 To receive Declarations of Interest particular to this meeting 
None 

18/169 To approve Minutes of the Meeting on October 3rd 2018 and sign as a true record  
(minutes available to view on website – www.tringrural-pc.co.uk) 

Cllr Ward proposed that the Minutes of the Meeting of 3rd October were accepted as a true record; this was seconded 
by Cllr Lovis. The Minutes were duly signed by the Chairman. 

18/178 Planning 
Cllr Morgan brought forward this item due to a number of members of public and Borough Cllrs Conway and Hicks 
wishing to speak. 
4/02469/18/FUL – Barns at Chapel End Lane, Wilstone 
Demolition of 2 agricultural barns, replacement with single family dwelling and reinstatement of orchard 
Cllr Ward reported that herself and Cllr Chalmers had visited the site independently and then together and had looked 
at the application against the Material Considerations which the Parish Council are asked to refer to when making 
planning recommendations. She said her and Cllr Chalmers noted the concerns of residents and encouraged them to 
submit these to the planning officer. She said that there was no obvious heading under which she felt the Parish 
Council could object to the application. She said that issues such as bats would be considered as part of the overall 
planning process and noted that Parish Cllrs aren’t generally planning experts and make judgements against the 
Material Considerations. She said that there were few windows overlooking the plot and the proposed parking area is 
believed to be part of the plot. Borough Cllr Conway said she would like the application called in to the Development 
Management Committee and this would be easier if the Parish Council had objected. She said that the proposed 
development is in a conservation area and would curtail the turning area and impact on parking in Chapel end Lane. A 
number of residents of Chapel End Lane raised their concerns. Cllr Morgan said he understood the frustrations raised 
but said that Cllrs Chalmers and Ward were very thorough in their review of all applications and can only work to the 
guidelines given. He went on to say that if the application was called into the development Management Committee 
because of an objection from the PC, then Cllrs would need to be able to defend that decision and based on the 
Material Considerations, Cllrs didn’t think there was a reason to object. 
NO OBJECTION 
4/02542/18/TCA – Longridge, Station Road, Long Marston 
Fell Tree 
NO OBJECTION 
4/02521/18/FHA – Tower View, Astrope Lane 
Single storey front & rear extensions 
NO OBJECTION 
 
The following planning recommendations made by TRPC following last meeting were noted: 
4/01850/18/FHA – 49, Tring Road, Wilstone (amended plans) 
Single & 2-storey rear extension 
No Objection 
4/02407/18/FHA – 52 Station Road, Long Marston 
First floor rear extension 
No Objection 



4/02379/18/TCA – 7, Tring Road, Wilstone 
Removal of trees 
No Objection 
 

a) The following planning decisions made by DBC were noted: 
4/01786/18/FUL – Lukes Spinney, Lukes Lane, Gubblecote 
Removal of Condition 5 (agricultural occupancy) 
GRANT 
4/01850/18/FHA – 49, Tring Road, Wilstone (amended plans) 
Single & 2-storey rear extension 
REFUSE 
 
Barn at Boarscroft – 4/02242/18/APA 
A resident from Boarscroft had come to discuss the above application which the Council had discussed last month and 
submitted no objection. The resident said that the application was a test of permitted development rights and that 
nearby residents hadn’t been notified which is why no-one had attended the previous meeting. He raised a number of 
issues: 1) the barn in question is 400 yards from the nearest road with no access and has never been a dwelling. The 
nearest dwellings are 400 yards away at Boarscroft. 2) the barn is in the middle of Boarscroft Vale which is an area of 
neutral grassland and over which DBC have a policy to limit development so as not to destroy the character of the 
area; 3) a quarter of a mile road would need to be installed along with services in a ridge and furrow field damaging 
the landscape. 
Cllrs Chalmers and Ward said they had looked at the application against the material considerations and couldn’t see a 
reason to object. Cllr Chalmers said he would have another look. 

 
18/170 To review actions from previous meeting, where not covered elsewhere in agenda  
Deferred 
 
18/171 To review forecast for year end 31st March 2019 and discuss draft budget for 2018/19  
The Clerk had circulated a forecast for the year end 31st March 2019. Cllr Morgan highlighted key variances to budget: 
the holiday play schemes hadn’t taken place this year which affected both income and project expenditure; the 
Council had received over £8k of CIL income which hadn’t been budgeted for; some lines such as street lights 
appeared overspent but this was due to the timing of invoices and would be covered by reserves from the previous 
year. Cllr Morgan commented that the end of year forecast was a snapshot and was likely to change in some areas 
and that it had been used as the basis for the draft 2019-20 budget. 

The Clerk had circulated a draft budget for 2019-20. Cllr Morgan commented that as agreed last year, the precept 
should cover all the normal costs of the Council for that financial year. The precept wouldn’t cover project expenditure 
or playschemes. Cllr Morgan said that income from the playschemes would cover the costs for future years and 
reserves from the Solar Park fund would be used to support projects and suggested that the Council should plan to 
spend some of this in the next financial year. Cllr Fox said that the Working Parties may well ask the Council for some 
of this money to support activities coming out of their work. Cllr Morgan noted that two large pieces of play 
equipment would need replacing soon and asked Cllrs of their views on accruing £1,000 in 2019/20 to put towards 
replacing these items in the future. Cllr Morgan suggested that the Council should start accruing for the 2023 elections 
next financial year. He also suggested that of the income from the LMCR, £200 should be put towards offsetting some 
of the loan repayment through contributing it to the precept and any extra should be put into reserves to build up a 
maintenance fund. Quotes were still needed to confirm costs for mowing and other outdoor spaces maintenance. 
Based on the first draft of the budget the precept would be just over £27.5k as compared to £26k in the current 
financial year.  
It was agreed that the Clerk and Cllr Morgan would aim to get a near final draft of the budget for discussion at the 
December meeting. The Cllrs agreed to feed any comments or costs, to the Clerk and Cllr Morgan. 
 
18/172 To approve draft agreement between TRPC and LMFC for Long Marston Changing Rooms and discuss 

payment for water for LMCR  
Cllr Fox reported that he had met with LMFC and had circulated copies of the agreement. He said that it provided the 
basis for a long-term arrangement between TRPC and LMFC. He said that a key thing for him was that the agreement 
establishes a mechanism by which parishioners can see when the LMCR is available and book it for use. He said this 



was important as part of the rent would go to LMFC and part to TRPC and so this could be a future source of income 
for the Council. Cllr Fox commented that the rent paid by LMFC would cover all costs associated with the changing 
rooms, go towards the longer-term maintenance of the building and go towards paying off some of the interest on the 
loan. Cllr Fox said he was disappointed that a youth side still hasn’t been established but recognises that it requires 
someone with expertise and enthusiasm to step forward to set this up. Cllr Fox said that following acceptance from 
the Council, the agreement would then be signed by both LMFC and the Council. Cllr Ayling proposed that the Council 
accept and sign the agreement; this was seconded by Cllr Ward. 
 
18/173 To discuss quotes for installing bollards at Long Marston Recreation Ground 
Following discussions at the previous meeting, Cllr Chalmers had obtained quotes for the two preferred options for 
improving the security barrier at Long Marston Recreation Ground. Only one of the contractors had come back with a 
quote. The barrier would be installed at the rear of the concrete and grass area to allow for expansion of the car park 
if required. To install the barrel post and galvanised tube barrier option would cost £2,180 +vat; to install the pre-cast 
concrete bollard barrier option would cost £5,800. Cllr Chalmers said that the Council could: leave the barrier as it is 
for the time being; review other barrier locations; get a further quote; ask the contractor to install the preferred 
option. Cllr Fox said he thought it was important to make the area safe and stop quad bikes from going on the Rec and 
said that the galvanised tube option would be his preference. He also commented that he thinks the car park area 
needs better lighting. Cllr Morgan said that at the last meeting the Council discussed cars meeting at the back of the 
village hall which was potentially becoming a distribution point for drugs. He said that perhaps the Council should 
consider putting some sort of barrier closer to the road to sort out both issues. He said he knew that there were all 
sorts of logistical issues associated with this and that the village hall committee would need to be involved. He said he 
knew it would be complicated but thought it was at least worth a discussion with interested parties. Cllr Ayling said 
there would be practical issues associated with a barrier nearer the road. Cllr Fox suggested that perhaps the village 
hall committee was a better forum for this discussion. Cllr Ayling agreed to raise with the hall committee and it was 
agreed to put a decision about the barrier options on hold. (Action) 

 
18/174 To discuss quotes received for works to trees in parish and agree next steps  
The Clerk had received two quotes for the work to trees in the Parish. Cllr Morgan said he thought the Council should 
carry out all the work within this financial year as there is money in the budget. The preferred quote was from Luke 
Mabbett Tree Surgery for £3,096 for all the work although this price was per 10 metres of hedge and it wasn’t clear 
exactly how long the hedges were. Cllr Chalmers agreed to meet with the contractor at Wilstone to get an accurate 
measurement and therefore cost for the hedge cutting element of the quote. Cllr Ward proposed that the Council 
accept the quote from Luke Mabbett; this was seconded by Cllr Ayling. (Action) 

18/175 To review and approve Health & Safety Risk Assessment and agree actions  
Cllr Morgan and the Clerk had conducted the Heath and Safety Risk Assessment. This had been circulated to all Cllrs 
and was noted. Cllr Chalmers had raised a point about the ownership and responsibility for Wilstone Village Hall which 
the Clerk agreed to change in the Risk Assessment.  
Cllr Morgan had asked a contractor to quote for all the actions identified in the recent ROSPA report. This would be 
added to the December agenda for approval. Cllr Morgan said the work would be carried out in the new year, but 
within the current financial year. He said that one area identified in the ROSPA report was a concrete lump, just 
outside the gate to the play area, on land leased by Wilstone Village Hall and therefore their responsibility. It was 
agreed that the Clerk would write to the committee about the work. (Action) The Clerk reported that the picnic bench 
at the top of Long Marston rec had been damaged and needed to be repaired. It was also suggested that it should be 
concreted or bolted in place to prevent it being used as an additional ramp on the pump track. Cllr Morgan agreed to 
ask the contractor to quote for this work as well. (Action) 

 
18/176 To update on analysis from Housing Needs survey and agree next steps  
Cllr Ward reported that she had circulated the results from the housing survey along with notes from a meeting she 
attended with Dacorum BC and Cllr Morgan. Cllr Ward said she would publish the full survey results on the TRPC 
website and put a mention in Village News that the results are available. Cllr Ward said her and Cllr Morgan thought it 
made sense to form a working party to look at the results and plan the next steps. A couple of parishioners had 
already expressed an interest in getting involved. Cllr Ward reported that the working party would then invite 
developers who have previously contacted the Council about plots, to present their plans. These would then be 
discussed with Dacorum Planning and then a public meeting would be held for the public to comment. Cllr Morgan 



said representatives from both Wilstone and Long Marston as sites had been suggested in both villages. Cllr Chalmers 
said it was important to get the right expertise on the working party, particularly in relation to flooding and sewage. 

 
18/177 To discuss memorial requests for Wilstone Cemetery 
A memorial application had been received and was approved by the Council. 
 
18/178 Planning 
See above 
 
18/179 Finance 
Cllr Ayling commented that in 2017 the Parish Cllrs had paid themselves for the Parish poppy wreaths, Cllrs agreed to 
do the same this year. 
Cllr Morgan commented on what an amazing job the WI had done with the hand-crafted poppies around Long 
Marston to commemorate the end of WW1. 
The cashflow and budget monitoring statements for October had been circulated and were noted. 
Business Reserve 31st October 2018  £64,668 

 
a. Cllr Fox proposed a resolution to make the following payments; this was seconded by Cllr Lovis 

Payee Amount For 
PKF Littlejohn £360.00 Annual Audit 2018 
C Reedman £246.48 Warden expenses including purchase of new mower 
EON £34.35 Electricity LMCR 
Malcolm Morgan £156.00 Payment to First Response Drainage to unblock toilet at 

LMCR 
EP Productions £155.00 Annual hosting & maintenance fee for website 
DJ Winfield £134.84 October & November mowing Long Marston 
PWLB £2,261.51 Loan repayment 

  
b. Cllr Ayling proposed Cllr Myrants be added to the bank mandate as a signatory; this was seconded by Cllr 

Ward.   
c. Cllr Ward proposed that the Council approve annual donations to three parish churches of £60 each (St 

Marys Puttenham, St Cross Wilstone and All Saints Long Marston); this was seconded by Cllr Ayling 
d. Cllr Ayling proposed that the Council approve annual donations for Christmas trees of £35 each to 

LMPHS and WVH Committee; this was seconded by Cllr Ward. 
e. It was noted that the new Unity Trust account for CIL receipts is now open 

 
18/180 To receive updates from Working Parties  
Highways 
Cllr Fox said the working party were starting to think about writing the report and what recommendations it would 
contain. He thanked Karla Hatrick who was preparing a bid for funding from the Road Safety Fund on the working 
party’s behalf. The bulk of the report should hopefully be completed by January. 
Social Cohesion – nothing to update 
Safe Walking Routes 
Cllr Ward reported that she had met with Andrew Freeman from Herts Highways along with Cllr Morgan and they had 
walked the route from Lukes Lane to Long Marston. There was very little evidence of a path made by frequent usage. 
There were lots of obstructions along the route such as ditches and telegraph poles. Each telegraph pole would cost 
circa £6k to move in order to install a footpath. An initial feasibility survey to see where the footpath could go, would 
cost between £20-£30k. The footpath would need two crossing points, one of which would be at a point with low 
visibility.  Andrew Freeman had said he didn’t think anything significant had changed since he had first looked at the 
route about 8 years ago. Things may change once Lendon Grove is fully occupied but currently this is a very low 
priority. There may be some S106 money from Lendon Grove that could be used to look at the location of the bus 
stop.  Cllr Morgan said he had asked the question about whether a path could be created in the field but there is an 
issue with acquiring a right of way. There was also a concern around urbanisation by linking the two settlements 
together. 
Cllr Ward recommended that the working party and Council don’t take any further action and the working party is put 
on hold. It was agreed that Cllr Ward would draft an update for Village News. (Action) 



Flooding 
Cllr Myrants had provided the following update: Herts CC have changed their approach with the farmers / landowners 
meeting scheduled for October, in favour of one to one meetings, which were deemed to be more productive and 
personalised. Herts CC are keen to hold a public consultation around the options previously presented to the Flood 
Working Party (FWP) using input from the landowners. A pre-meeting with Herts CC has been requested by FWP to 
ensure no surprises and that option dependencies, risks and likely successes have been worked through. Timelines for 
both are under discussion but likely to be early in the new year now. The Herts CC investigation of the old culvert 
remains work in progress as it proved more difficult for Herts CC to survey than they anticipated. CCTV footage is still 
being reviewed but Herts CC announced that they are serious about progressing the project and that it would form 
the basis of another S19 investigation. A follow-on meeting was held with Thames Water in October. They will try to 
pick up where Herts CC left off with the surveying of the old culvert. A resident’s 1996 drainage map has been shared 
with Herts CC and Thames Water and thought to be significant in assisting as neither have historic records of the 
pipework. Thames Water plan to conduct an Impermeable Area Survey with letters to be circulated in advance to 
explain to residents. 

Cllr Lovis suggested that in the lead up to the 2019 Parish Council elections it would be good to have a summary for 
Village News of progress the working parties had made since being created. Cllr Lovis to co-ordinate. (Action) 

18/181 To receive correspondence  
 The Clerk had received information from the Chilterns Conservation Board on their Draft AONB Management 

Plan Consultation. It was agreed that the Clerk would share the link with Village News. (Action) 
 The Clerk had received an email requesting use of Long Marston Recreation Ground for parking for a charity 

event. It was agreed this would be added to the December agenda. 
 

18/182 To discuss Any Other Business and items for future agendas (NOTE: this item is for discussion only, 
Councillors can’t take decisions on items raised under AOB) 

 The Clerk had circulated the date of the Dacorum BC Town and Parish Council Conference on 30th November. Cllrs 
Ward and Morgan confirmed that they would be attending. 

 The Clerk had circulated a note on the upcoming 2019 Parish Council elections. Cllr Lovis said he thought the 
Council should be advertising that there will be elections and encouraging others to stand. It was agreed that this 
should be discussed at future meetings. 

 It was agreed that no further verge cut was needed for the time being. 
 Cllrs Morgan and Ayling agreed to co-ordinate the wreath laying in Long Marston for Remembrance Sunday. 
 Cllr Myrants had circulated details of an AVDC planning application for a gas power station at Thistlebrook Farm. 

Cllr Ward agreed to look into the application. 
 Cllr Ward said she had been approached by a Wilstone resident regarding parking in the village and asked 

whether this was something the Highways WP were looking at. Cllr Fox said that there is very little the Parish 
Council can do about parking and so the WP are restricting themselves to the issue of safety. 

 
18/183 To open the meeting for Public Participation  
 A member of the public asked why the public participation section had been moved to the end of the meeting. 

Cllr Morgan replied that it had been in response to a request from a member of the public so they could ask 
questions on what has been discussed in the meeting. 

 A member of the public said the first verge cut of the season had been a disgrace. Cllr Chalmers replied that this 
had been done by Herts CC as a free cut and not by the Parish Council’s contractor. 

 A member of the public asked about hedge cutting at Long Marston Rec and agreed to speak to the contractor 
about the work. 

 A member of the public said that the light in the Long Marston play area wasn’t working. The Clerk agreed to 
report it to Herts CC. (Action) 

 
As there was no further business the meeting closed at 10.02pm 
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th December at Long Marston Hall at 8pm.  
 
Lucy Bancroft        Thursday 20th November 2018   
Clerk, Tring Rural Parish Council 
tringruralclerk@gmail.com 


